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Israel was a device for holding Islam-and later the Soviet Union, or
communism-at bay. Zionism and Israel were associated with liberalism,
with freedom and democracy, with knowledge and light, with what 'we'
understand and fight for. By contrast, Zionism's enemies were simply a
twentieth-century version of the alien spirit of Oriental despotism,

sensuality, ignorance, and similar forms of backwardness.
-Edward Said
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